SOME   IRISH   MEMBERS

and I have never met him without enjoying the meet-
ing, and without wishing that so gallant a spirit could
be won over to the service of the Irish National cause.
Mine is only a wish, however, it could not be called a
hope, for I am afraid it would be impossible to induce
the gallant Colonel to exchange the Orange flag for the
flag of green,

Another very popular man among all sections of the
House of Commons is my friend T. P. O'Connor. T* P*
is a splendid debater, and the most languid House is
stirred to interest and animation the moment he gets up
to make a speech* The very first speech he made in the
House of Commons was listened to, as I know, with the
warmest admiration by John Bright, who up to that
time knew nothing whatever about him, and Bright ex- '
pressed to me his strong desire that he should be made
personally acquainted with T. P* *I like the very sound
of his voice,* he said. And of course I was only too
glad of the chance of bringing the great tribune into
personal association with the new member. T. P., as
everybody knows, is a brilliant journalist as well as a
powerful speaker and has all the capacity, if he could
only allow himself the leisure, to make a distinct mark
in literature* He is a well-read man, who started in
life with an excellent classical education at the Galway
College in Ireland, and he has studied deeply in French
and German. He has been about the world a good
deal, and knows the United States from the Narrows
to the Golden Gate* His vein of rich Irish humour is.
inexhaustible, as is his kindliness of heart, and he is a
most delightful companion. If all his time were not
employed in starting newspapers, conducting news-
papers, making speeches in the House of Commons and
on public, platforms, and in undertaking bicycle tours*

843son in the houses of hospitable friends,
